	
	
	
	
	
	

	
 Call Us: +251 945 44 34 50
	
 Mail Us: info@abyssiniabusinessnetwork.com

	
 Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
	

//


  





  





Advisement






	Home
	ABN News 	ABN News In Pictures


  


								
Huawei provides advanced solutions for Ethio telecom in the launching of Home 4G/WTTx service.  





  


								
What We Do






How We Work






	Latest News
	

  


										

ABN Store

A Ministry of Finance guards the…


	

  


										

ABN Store

IPDC’s subsidiary Industrial…


	

  


										

ABN Store

[Abidjan, Côte d'Ivoire, 9 June…





	Video News





	About Us

Abyssinia Business Network (ABN) is a monthly business magazine primarily focuses on business and economics as well as development. ABN has maintained its reputation and presence since its initial publication.

	Follow Us
	
	
	
	
	
	




	Business
	Tourism
	Art & Entertainment
	Sport
	GERD
	Africa
	World
	About Us
	More 	TV Schedule
	Watch Live 24/7
	Environment
	Contact Us


	Privacy Policy








Fri, March 8, 2024





  







Agriculture in Africa:  How Mastercard Foundation Scholars are helping to grow the continent’s productivity

   



AMANUEL Wak
Article Updated:			2 years ago


 Leave a comment


Breaking News

	

Barcelona, Spain, February 27, 2024]  Northern Africa OTF (Operations Transformation Forum) 2024 was successfully held…								

	

By Daniel TirunehA Ministry of Finance guards the national treasury and works towards ensuring a…								

	

[Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, December 14, 2023] UNESCO-Huawei Technology-enabled Open School Systems for All project (TeOSS)…								

	

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia December 4, 2023. A training focused on cyber security, new technologies, and…								

	

[Dongguan, China, November 21, 2023] Huawei announced it has already brought connectivity to 90 million…								

	

Ethiopian Airlines Group, the fastest-growing global airline brand and the continent’sleading airline, is pleased to…								

	

[Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, August 29, 2023] Huawei Ethiopia organized today the ICT competition winners award…								

	

WORLD TRAVEL AWARDS 2023 Star Alliance’s Los Angeles airport lounge has won the title of…								

	

Kacha Digital Financial Services S.C, a trailblazer in the digital financial service, has solidified its…								

	

IPDC’s subsidiary Industrial Projects Service /IPS/ holds a workshop with key stakeholdersIndustrial projects service, whose…								
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According to a 2019 report by McKinsey, 60 percent of Africans are engaged in subsistence farming. It makes up 23 percent of the continent’s GDP and is one of the most critical sectors for development. Feed Africa, a report from the African Development Bank Group, states, “Africa has 65 percent of the world’s remaining uncultivated arable land, an abundance of fresh water, and about 300 days of sunshine each year.” Africa’s potential to meet not only its own food needs but those of the rest of the world is abundantly clear.  
The Mastercard Foundation Scholars Program fosters the development of Africa’s future leaders in diverse sectors, including agriculture. Scholars are committed to giving back to their communities using their skills, knowledge, and networks to address challenges and drive innovation.
The Scholars Program includes initiatives such as the Scholars Entrepreneurship Fund (SEF), which was launched in 2018, and the Social Venture Challenge (SVC), a partnership with the Resolution Projects entering its seventh year. Both give Scholars and alumni an opportunity to pitch their ideas and bring them to life. Since 2016, more than 140 Scholars have been awarded Resolution Fellowships and their ventures are spread across 19 countries. Thirty-three percent of the Scholars surveyed regarding their ventures reported running ag-related businesses. 
  



In 2016, Mastercard Foundation Scholars Lucia Lebasha and John Awiel, both Kenyans, created an award-winning social entrepreneurship project called Save the Pastoralist Initiative (STPI), motivated by their childhood experiences of hunger and severe drought in Turkana, Kenya. This was achieved through their knowledge of sustainable agricultural practices gained through their studies at EARTH University.
The people of Turkana predominately live a nomadic, pastoral way of life in which their animals are the primary source of food and wealth. Turkana is also one of the driest districts in the country; rainfall is minimal and unpredictable. The many years of drought have created an ongoing struggle with hunger and malnutrition and a continual threat to their cattle and pastoral land.
  


Caption: Lucia Lebasha pitches STPI to judges at the Social Venture Challenge in Ghana.
Photo caption: Illume
STPI began as an educational communications effort, writing and posting agricultural articles online in local newsletters and on their blog and Facebook page.
Taking these efforts one step further, Lucia and John established a demonstration farm in Lodwar, the region’s economic centre, where they educated traditional pastoralists and young people on the benefits of sustainable agricultural practices with a focus on subsistence farming, conservation, technology, and job creation. While John recently joined the admissions team at EARTH University, responsible for recruiting Scholars with a passion for agriculture, Lucia continues to run the project working with local communities and organizations in Turkana South Sub-County, Kangirega. The project currently supports 43 farmers (24 women and 19 men), providing training on agronomic farm inputs and linkages to markets for their products and financial institutions.
Project 7840  was developed by Scholars Ernest Chakwera and Nancy Machera in 2016 to alleviate the effects of droughts on their village of Khwelewere in the Ntchisi district of central Malawi. The project helps Malawians access water for consumption and crops, using local resources and promoting sustainable water use for the benefit of the community. It also provides local farmers with support and education about sustainable farming techniques, local market opportunities, and financing options.
Through Universidad EARTH Graduates Association (UNEGA) Integrated Farm, Scholars Alex Kyeyune, Fatimah Birungi, and Paul Mukuye have created innovative ways to boost farming practices and techniques, which have significantly improved the health and well-being of many rural communities. In Uganda, smallholder farmers face several challenges such as scarcity of land, ashy soil, and drought — all of which affect productivity.
In 2017, the UNEGA team introduced sustainable farming techniques such as micro-gardening, including vertical, pyramid, and bio-intensive farming, through their demonstration farm in Kabubbu Village, Uganda. These techniques have helped farmers double and triple their yields without increasing the land required for cultivation. Balancing it with sustainability efforts, the eco-friendly micro-gardens use recyclable materials such as plastics, old tires, and bags, and seventy-five percent of the manure used is organic. In the last three years, the team has trained 54 households, which in turn have shared what they have learned with more than 100 households. Of the 154 households, 60 have established small gardens at their residences. UNEGA has also worked with ten schools to educate school heads on the value of school gardens, and five have established gardens of their own. Through their efforts, 16 women-led businesses have had access to a continuous supply of vegetables to sell.
  


Fatumah Birungi, on the right, at the UNEGA demonstration garden in Wakiso
Caption: Photo provided by the project
In 2020, Esnath Divasoni from East Harare, Zimbabwe, developed innovative and indigenous farming techniques that are eco-friendly and mitigate malnutrition and food insecurity. She ventured into an unfamiliar terrain – cricket farming. Though plucking worms from trees and collecting insects in plastic bags was a common sight for her growing up, she felt it could be more plentiful and regular than just being seasonal. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ojKOPX4Gczk
A Mastercard Foundation Scholar alum from CAMFED (Campaign for Female Education), which accorded her secondary education, after which she proceeded to EARTH University, Costa Rica, Esnath is now one of two core trainers in the CAMFED Agriculture Guide program. They have trained 320 Agriculture Guides across several districts who are now cascading their knowledge to other women across the country. Her edible-insect production unit is an eco-friendly five-by-seven-meter room with rows of large blue and greenwashing tubs stacked on two shelves on her parent’s farm in Marondera.
  


The Mastercard Foundation Scholars Program, through initiatives like SVC and SEF and university partnerships like the one with EARTH University, which focuses on entrepreneurship and transformative leadership in agriculture, provides Scholars with opportunities to address local challenges, develop entrepreneurship skills, and leverage agriculture to impact their communities positively. As they do so, they create opportunities that drive learning and leadership for themselves and their peers.
Learn more: https://mastercardfdn.org/all/scholars/social-venture-challenge-helping-young-people-bring-their-ideas-to-life/
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Marathon Motor Engineering Launches its 2nd Electric Car Model and first Charging Station							


AMANUEL Wak



Dec 31, 2021


Marathon motors engineering launched its latest electric…






  






ዩጋንዳ የቡና ምርቷን ለመጨመር አቀደች							


AMANUEL Wak



Dec 1, 2021


ሁለተኛዋ የአፍሪካ ቡና ላኪ የሆነችው…
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Our strength lies in the expertise, skills and innovative…






  






More than 60 students participated in the Huawei ICT competition exam 2022/23, which aims to develop Ethiopia’s ICT talent and innovation ecosystem.							


AMANUEL Wak



Jan 2, 2023


Addis Ababa, Ethiopia: December 30, 2022. Huawei ICT…






  






Huawei stresses its commitment to inclusive and sustainable digital transformation at the Africa CEO Forum 2023							
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[Abidjan, Côte d'Ivoire, 9 June 2023] On 5 and 6…
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ዩጋንዳ የቡና ምርቷን ለመጨመር አቀደች
ሁለተኛዋ የአፍሪካ ቡና ላኪ የሆነችው ዩጋንዳ በ2025 ከአለም ሶስተኛዋ ትልቁ ቡና ላኪ ለመሆን የጀመረችውን ታላቅ ዘመቻ እንደገና ጀምራለች። እቅዱ ሀገሪቷ በ2020 ወደ…



	

  




Ethiopian Coffee Brands Launch on China’s Largest e-Commerce Platform, Alibaba Group, in a Joint Effort with ECA and the Ethiopian Government
Addis Ababa, 21 January 2022 (ECA) - Imagine using one second to sell more than 11,200 bags of Ethiopian coffee. That is what happened on January 19, 2022, during the Ethiopian Coffee Brands Launch on China’s Largest E-Commerce Platform, Alibaba (Tmall Global),…



	




BGI ETHIOPIA: PIONEERING BREWERY
BGI is the leading brewery in Ethiopia with a leading share of the domestic beer market. BGI services thousands of sales outlets all over the country, and deploys Promoters to visit and monitor these outlets regularly. Apposite worked with BGI to develop a Sales…



	

  




Sen’q – Gold Quality Award 2022 from Monde Selection
Sen’q was awarded with a Gold Quality Award 2022 by Monde Selection’s independent Jury of experts. Since 1961, Monde Selection is the Quality Institute that offers a global evaluation of consumer products worldwide. According to the type of product, the evaluations…



	

  




ETHIOPIAN BANKS EXPO TO BE HELD IN THE DIASPORA HOMECOMING WEEK
The Ethiopian banks expo will be held from January 11-13, 2021, in Addis Ababa, at Grove Garden Walk. The expo will have major financial and corresponding service institutions as participants. Held with the theme, #NoMore Black Market, the event will be headlined…



	

  




ETHIO TELECOM LAUNCHES THE LONG-AWATIED PRE-COMMERCIAL 5G SERVICE!
The pioneering Ethiopian telecommunications service provider Ethio telecom, has beenintroducing latest technologies to its customers in an effort to connect Ethiopia with the futureand the latest trends of technological advancements. Since its establishment the…
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